
 

 First Presbyterian Church 
Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost 

October 17, 2021 at 10:00 
 
 
 
 

THE CHURCH GATHERS 
 

Handbell Chimes—The ringing of the chimes invites you to a time of Rest…Renewal…Hope 
 
Prelude “Voluntary in G major” (Allegro)  — J.S. Bach William Walond  
  Paul Fleckenstein, organ 
 
Opening Sentences  Psalm 104:1–9 

One: Praise the Lord, for God is great indeed!  
All:  Let us sing praises for God’s glorious works. 
One: We give glory, honor, and thanksgiving to the Lord, 
All:  who makes and sustains all things. 
 

Gathering Music “Trumpet Voluntary”— arr. Ruby Shaw Hollis 
  Kirk Ringers with Charlie Barber, trumpet  
 
*  Call to Confession     

One: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor, trusting in the mercy of 
our Lord. 

 
*  Prayer of Confession 

All:  Merciful and gentle God, we have wanted reward without sacrifice. We have been 
unwilling to serve and have not humbled ourselves in obedience. 

Forgive our hubris, gracious God. Correct our ignorant ways and help us to know your 
glory through servanthood. 

Guide us to be true followers of your way, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

*  Silent Prayer 
 
*  Assurance of Pardon   

One: People of God, your sins are forgiven, for the Lord who made all things knows 
our weaknesses. 

Therefore, turn away from sin and obey the ways of the Lord. 
Be reconciled to the community in service and love. 

All:  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven and set free to begin life anew. Amen.  
 
 



 

 
*  Sharing the Peace of Christ 
 One: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
 All:   And also with you. 
 One: Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 
Children’s Message and Baptism  
 Cayden Jessie Sommers, child of Paul Eugene Sommers and Lindsay Carroll Sommers 
 
Celebrating the Life of the Congregation 

 
GOD’S WORD PROCLAIMED 

 
Anthem “How Can I Keep from Singing?” — arr. Ginger Littleton  
  Chancel Choir 
 
Prayer for Illumination 

All:  O God, your Word gives us counsel for our understanding. Enable us to receive it 
today, in the name of your son, our Lord. Amen. 

 
Scripture Reading Mark 10.35-45  

James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him and said to him, “Teacher, we 
want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” And he said to them, “What is it you want 
me to do for you?” And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one 
at your left, in your glory.” But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. 
Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or be baptized with the baptism that I am 
baptized with?” They replied, “We are able.” Then Jesus said to them, “The cup that I 
drink you will drink; and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be 
baptized; but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for 
whom it has been prepared.” When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James 
and John. So Jesus called them and said to them, “You know that among the Gentiles those 
whom they recognize as their rulers lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over 
them. But it is not so among you; but whoever wishes to become great among you must be 
your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of all. For the Son of 
Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.” 
 

One: Holy wisdom, holy word. 
All:  Thanks be to God! 

 
Sermon  “Mission or Maintenance” Dr. Gerdts 
 

 
 
 



 

THE PEOPLE RESPOND 
 
*  Affirmation of Faith   from A Brief Statement of Faith — PC(USA) 

 All:  In life and in death we belong to God.  
Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit, 
we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we 

worship and serve.  
 
We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father. 
In sovereign love God created the world good and makes everyone equally in 

God’s image male and female, of every race and people, to live as one 
community. 

But we rebel against God; we hide from our Creator. 
Ignoring God’s commandments, we violate the image of God in others and 

ourselves, accept lies as truth, exploit neighbor and nature, and threaten 
death to the planet entrusted to our care. 

We deserve God’s condemnation. 
Yet God acts with justice and mercy to redeem creation. 
In everlasting love, the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people to 

bless all families of the earth. 
Hearing their cry, God delivered the children of Israel from the house of 

bondage. 
Loving us still, God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant. 
Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child, like a father who runs to 

welcome the prodigal home, 
God is faithful still. 
 
With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in 

death can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
Choral Hymn  #442 “The Church’s One Foundation” AURELIA 
  Chancel Choir 
 
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
 
Organ Hymn  “I Sing the Mighty Power of God” — arr. Albert L. Travis ELLACOMBE 
  Paul Fleckenstein, organ 
 

LEAVE TO SERVE 
 
*  Charge and Benediction 
 
Sending Music “Allegro giocoso” — Denis Bédard Paul Fleckenstein, organ 
 
 
   *  Please stand if you are comfortably able 



 

WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH! It is good to have you here in person or online. 
Please be in touch if you have news to share or would like more information or to talk to a pastor. Contact 
information is below. Read full announcements in our weekly email newsletter. Subscribe on the Contact 
Us tab of the church website. 
 
TODAY’S AFFIRMATION OF FAITH is from the Brief Statement of Faith of the PC(USA). Beginning 
last week, we are affirming a different person of the Triune God as articulated through the Statement.  
 
FLOWERS TODAY are given in loving memory of Dorcas B. Reilly by her husband, Tom, and family. 
Last week’s flowers were in memory of Joseph M. and Edith Tatem, given by the Tatem family, and Elsie 
L. Sellon, given by John and Virginia Dowd. 
 
NURSERY CARE DURING WORSHIP– Parents wishing to drop off infants – 3-year-olds can do so 
in the “Red Balloon Room” in the education building on floor 1R (in the Preschool, one flight up from 
Sanctuary level). Save time by filling out your information ahead of time. The form can be found here: 
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/children. Any questions, please reach out to Gabrielle Heimerling. 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL IS BACK! It is so wonderful to have the teachers and kids back in person after 
many months of virtual lessons. Please welcome our wonderful teachers: 

§ PreK/K: Chuck and Jayne Grabowski, and Kim Hall  
§ 1st/2nd/3rd: Wendy Preihs and Megan Zeigler 
§ 4th/5th/6th: Gabrielle Heimerling 
§ 7th/8th: Rita Brown 

Please make sure to register your children for Sunday School through the following link: SS 21-22 
Registration Form (available on the website, too). 
 
Interested in teaching? We can always use volunteers! Please reach out to Gabrielle Heimerling at 
gheimerling@haddofieldpres.org  for more information. 
 
PASTOR NIKKI’S INSTALLATION! You are cordially invited to the Installation of the Rev. Nikki 
Perrine Passante at First Presbyterian Church of Haddonfield, NJ, THIS AFTERNOON at 3:00 p.m. 
Speakers will be the Rev. Dr. Douglas D. Gerdts, the Rev. Dr. Debby Brincivalli, who serves as the 
Executive Presbyter of the Presbytery for Southern New Jersey, and the Rev. Dr. William D. Hess II 
who will be delivering the sermon for the afternoon. Rev. ‘Bill’ Hess served as the Senior Pastor at First 
Presbyterian Church in West Chester, PA, for 27 years, and has served as a transitional pastor 
throughout New Jersey and Pennsylvania. Bill currently serves as the summer pastor for Christ Union 
Chapel in Branchville, NJ. Immediately following the service, everyone is invited to a celebration in the 
church courtyard. 
 
YOUTH GROUP – After a triumphant return of Grog, we are taking the week off and will meet on 
10/24/21 from 5pm-6pm. Please make sure to bring a mask and we will see you then. For questions 
concerning Youth Group please contact Gabrielle Heimerling at gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org. 
 
THE NEXT MATTHEW 25 CONVERSATION ON RACE will be held on Sunday, October 24, 
after the 10 a.m. service in the Choir Room. Bob Lehman will be leading a fascinating discussion on 
segregation in the US, based on the book, The Color of Law: The Forgotten History of How Our 
Government Segregated America, by Richard Rothstein. Reading the book is not required to join in the 
discussion—you may want to listen to this interview with Mr. Rothstein: 
https://www.minneapolisfoundation.org/podcasts/conversations-with-chanda/the-color-of-law/ and 
read the book excerpt linked on the Adult Ed page of the website. Questions? Email Becky Bryan at 
rebeccabryan@me.com. 



 

 
PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN (PW) FOR OCTOBER: 
Circle 1: October 19 – 9:30 a.m. Hospitality Center 
Circle 3: October 19 - 10:00 a.m. Hostess Connie Reeves, 5 Smokebush Ct., Marlton, NJ, 429-0326. 
Circle 4: October 11 – 7:15 p.m. on Zoom. Contact Nancy Ruth Wainwright for the link. 
 
PW FALL GATHERING – SATURDAY, OCTOBER 23, 9:30 a.m. All women & friends of 
Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery for Southern New Jersey are invited to attend our Fall Gathering. 
The host church is Trinity Presbyterian Church in Cherry Hill. Our speaker is Karen Jennings from the 
Military Support Group of New Jersey. For full details including donation requests, see the event flyer 
here or on the FPCH website. 
 
A QUICK NOTE FROM YOUR PASTOR NOMINATING COMMITTEE: We have started the 
process of looking for our new Senior Pastor. We will be meeting weekly and will communicate with 
the congregation monthly to keep you updated on our progress. The committee consists of Maggie Sell 
(chair), Rebeca Silva de Foote (vice chair), Deb Nussbaum (secretary), Bud Miller, Brian McGlade, 
Margaret O'Neil, Pete Hurd, and Andy Reinicker. This is going to be a long process and we ask for 
your continued prayers in our search. 
 
STEPHEN MINISTRY INTEREST MEETING NEW DATE – Nikki is holding a Stephen Ministry 
interest meeting on Wednesday, November 3, at 6:30 p.m. in the Youth Room on the lower level. Read 
Nikki’s 2020 blog post for a description of this ministry. Go to http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/blog 
 
ARE YOU INTERESTED IN BECOMING A MEMBER of First Presbyterian Church in 
Haddonfield, NJ? New Members classes are scheduled for two consecutive Sundays: November 7th and 
November 14th, beginning at 11:15 a.m. after the worship service. The first New Members class will be 
held via Zoom, and the second class on November 14th will be offered in-person. If you’d like to know 
more about this faith community, are interested in attending, or have any questions, please contact Rev. 
Nikki Passante at npassante@haddonfieldpres.org or at the church office: 856-429-1960 ext. 110. 
 
A BIG BACKPACK THANK YOU – Once again, the Deacons and Mission Committee thank you 
sincerely for backpack and school supply donations. Eighteen additional backpacks and 4 boxes of school 
supplies have been dropped off at the Camden Community Center. All together, we gave away over 85 
backpacks with plenty of supplies to fill them. Thank you! 
 
HELP NEEDED IN THE NURSERY – Looking to earn some extra cash? We are looking to staff our 
nursery as many of our wonderful nursery helpers headed off to college. Ideal candidates will be high 
school aged or older with ample babysitting experience and/or certification. Must love babies and 
toddlers! This is a paid position! Please reach out to Gabrielle Heimerling for more details 
at gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org. 
 
LET’S READ A BOOK TOGETHER! Six folks responded to Doug’s invitation to 
read Steven Petrow’s book and then talk about it as a group! (Doug is avoiding the 
term “book study” – think of it as a “book read” with a fun conversation following!) 
The book is composed of 43 short, 2-page, essays divided into 3 sections. The thought 
is to meet 3 times (via Zoom) and share reflections and reactions. They’ll probably be 
spread out over a few weeks to give everyone plenty of time to read. The actual dates 
and times will be decided once we have a group. If you’re interested, just email Doug 
and let me know! (Folks are encouraged to buy the book on their own!) 
 



 

 
DOUG’S TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY (8 a.m. via Zoom) is ongoing—and you can join 
at any time. The text for the coming week is Mark 10:46-52. 
 
PASTOR NIKKI’S BIBLE STUDY meets Thursdays at 6:30 on Zoom for a discussion of the Letter to 
the Hebrews. You are welcome to join whenever you can. 
 
2021 CHURCH OFFERING UPDATE: 

Envelope Giving, year to date:   $ 443,552.52;   Budget $690,000.00 
Loose Offering YTD:                      $1,567.00;   Budget     $7,500.00 
Per Capita YTD:                             $ 9,954.00;   Budget   $14,500.00 

 
PROGRESS ON PER CAPITA CONTINUES – An updated list of contributors will be published 
next week. (It’s not too late. Send your $37 per confirmed member to the church or to 
https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/Give.) Thank you!  
 
OPEN DOOR CLINIC AT ST. WILFRID’S: 
§ There is Foodbank pick-up again Friday, October 22nd. We meet at the Foodbank at about 8:00 

a.m. and make our way to St Wilfrid’s by about 8:35. Please schedule with Paul Urian if you can help. 
umanpaul@me.com 

§ CBS 3 Link. Thanks again to CBS 3 for the coverage of the Open Door Clinic Foodbank pick-up and 
Open Door Clinic itself. Follow this link if you missed the story: 
https://philadelphia.cbslocal.com/2021/10/06/brotherly-love-open-door-clinic-st-wilfrids-church-
camden/ 

§ Matching Grant 2021: For the month of October, your donation will be matched! Gifts may be made 
through FPCH’s “Give” button on the website or by check to First Presbyterian with St. Wilfrid’s in 
the memo so your donation will appear on your giving statement. (Grace Church is still receiving 
donations as noted last week.) 

§ Needs: We are desperate for baby wipes again. When they come in the door, they are as quickly 
distributed to the clients. We can go through hundreds a Saturday! Also needed are bags of dried 
beans, cereal, and chicken or tuna in tear open bags, Chef Boyardee meals in cans with a flip top, and 
individual single serving fruit or applesauce cups—homeless clients appreciate easy-opening 
packaging! We are also in need of toothbrushes. And we are always accepting plastic grocery bags 
from Shoprite or Wegmans, paper grocery bags to line the plastic bags, and newspaper bags to hold 
hygiene products 

§ Peanut Butter and Jelly Sign Up Link: If you are interested in making peanut butter and jelly 
sandwiches, please select a donation week by signing up on this signup link: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0845aba72caa8-pbjs1. Wendy Coffman, who coordinates the 
peanut butter and jelly traffic can be reached at her email: wendy.coffman@gmail.com 

§ Any questions, call Jill Mascena and leave a message. 856-428-7342. Or check the website: 
www.opendoorcliniccamden.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
SCRIPTURE FOR OCTOBER 24: Mark 10.46-52 
They came to Jericho. As he and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus son of 
Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside. When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he 
began to shout out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” Many sternly ordered him to be 
quiet, but he cried out even more loudly, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” Jesus stood still and said, 
“Call him here.” And they called the blind man, saying to him, “Take heart; get up, he is calling you.” So 
throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. Then Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to 
do for you?” The blind man said to him, “My teacher, let me see again.” Jesus said to him, “Go; your faith 
has made you well.” Immediately he regained his sight and followed him on the way. 
 
 

♦ 
 
 

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST 
 
Please pray for these individuals and situations throughout the week. If you would like to add a personal 
prayer request, please contact one of the pastors or Anne Vial. In making requests on behalf of others, 
please obtain the permission of the person needing prayer. The requestor will have their name printed as the 
originator of the request. Pastors will revisit these requests every 30 days. 
 
Prayers for the Church 
• Please pray for Eric’s mental health, and for Ray who is awaiting results from a biopsy. (10/14-L. 

McGlade) 
• Continued prayers for Bill Gimpel and his family as he struggles with many health issues! (10/7- L. 

McGlade) 
• Praise the Lord! Dan has returned home safely from Qatar, to resume his military duties at home. His 

family is full of gratitude for all the prayers of safety that were answered! (10/6-L. Hess) 
• Let us join together and pray for Gail who has transitioned into hospice care. Where there is no cure, 

we can continue to pray for healing of mind and spirit (10/6- L. Hess)  
• Please pray for the Bowers family who are in severe distress. In the past several weeks, they have lost a 

family member to covid; other family members have contracted covid and are coping with a difficult 
recovery, along with suffering from a stroke. Others are attempting to plan a memorial and handle all 
the various transitions that death brings, while living with chronic physical pain. Prayers for peace, 
healing, and wisdom. (10/4- A. Kamp) 

• Pray for Colleen and Colleen’s son. He was in a serious accident and has a head injury (10/1- D. 
Nussbaum) 

• Kristin needs our prayers. Her younger sister died unexpectedly last week. Siblings are extremely 
difficult to lose (9/27-T.Adkins) 

• Pray for the family and friends of Amelia Perry who died from Covid. Pray also for the whole 
community on the loss of this precious young life (9/27- T. Adkins) 

• Pray that God would grant insight to Meagan on a decision to leave a corporate job and begin work as a 
stay-at-home mom (9/27-pastors) 

• Uplift prayers for the family of Anna Carpino who died from a brain tumor. Anna was a living saint 
who prayed for the names and needs of many children living with cancer and served as a tireless 
advocate for them all. Her Spirit will be greatly missed (9/27-T. Adkins) 

• Please pray for Travis and his mom Beth. Travis has been having seizures and currently has no short-
term memory (9/27-T. Adkins) 

(continued) 
 



 

• Prayers for the family and friends of Jason, who died from Covid at age 46 (9/27-T. Adkins) 
• Pray for Lorrie, a friend and former mentor who was at the Kroger a few hours before the mass 

shooting in Collierville, Tennessee (9/24-K.Stout) 
• Please pray for Pete who is learning how to live with heart issues amid everyday life (9/20-L. 

Gormley) 
• Continued prayers for George and Peggy Spellmeyer. George is improving and is grateful for the 

prayers – keep them coming! (9/18-pastors) 
• Please continue prayers of healing for Pat McGrody (9/15- D. Wackes) 
• Please continue prayers for Bill Genereo that they would receive answers (9/15- D. Wackes) 

 
Ongoing Prayers for the Church 
• Pray for the Pastor Nominating Committee as they do the work of the searching for an Installed 

Senior Pastor! 
• Prayers for a beloved friend suffering with pain and addiction issues (10/7- A. Reinicker) 
• Please continue to pray for Caroline Yount, Geoff Mulvihill and their family (9/29 - C. Crumley) 
• Continued prayers for Jay Brennan-Martin (9/29-pastors) 
• Continued prayers for Jane Poynton who is in hospice care (9/29-pastors) 
• Please pray for Roy Probst’s recovery from back surgery and cancer (7/26- pastors) 
• Prayers for Jim Poole who has been diagnosed with ALS.  Jim lives in South Carolina (7/15- I. Pross) 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Church Staff 
 

The Rev. Dr. Douglas D. Gerdts, Transitional Senior Pastor/Head of Staff – doug@haddonfieldpres.org 
The Rev. Nikki Perrine Passante, Associate Pastor – npassante@haddonfieldpres.org 

Peter Leibensperger, Minister of Music – pleibensperger@haddonfieldpres.org 
Lucas Brown, Principal Organist – lbrown@haddonfieldpres.org 

Nancy Ruth Wainwright, Director of Children’s Choirs – nancyruthw@comcast.net 
Gabrielle Heimerling, Director of Youth and Family Ministries – gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org 

Marisa McGovern, Preschool Director – preschool@haddonfieldpres.org 
Kris Bean, Business Manager – kbean@haddonfieldpres.org 

Anne Vial, Office Administrator – avial@haddonfieldpres.org 
Rebecca Mannion, Receptionist – rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org  
Travis Bogetti, Building Manager – tbogetti@haddonfieldpres.org 

Mark Hall, Security and Building Maintenance – mhall@haddonfieldpres.org 
Ed Hess, Community Caseworker – edwh517@aol.com 
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